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11th Grade

Holden’s world is one of contrasts.  In many instances throughout the novel, Holden proclaims one thing about himself then he acts in an entirely contradictory way. He is at the same time a man who displays compassion towards the people he encounters and one who rebels against the world around him. Look over the chapters you have read so far and locate five (5) instances where Holden appears to be exhibiting compassion towards someone or something and explain how he accomplishes this then locate five (5) examples where Holden displays self destructive behavior and show how, though he displays genuine concern for others, he seems to lack any concern for his own well being.   Be prepared to share your findings with the class.  Briefly describe each of the scenes and explain how Holden it shows either Holden’s compassion or his self destruction.

EX: Chapter 2 – page 13.

        Holden thinks about the lagoon in Central Park and wonders what happens to the ducks when the lagoon freezes over.  His concern for the well being of the innocent birds is apparent in that he considers the possibility of some guy coming in a truck and taking the ducks to the zoo to protect them.  The alternative to this zoo scenario would be seeing the ducks fly away, leaving them to care for themselves out in the cold, cruel world.

