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English 9

Writing Assignment







Mr. Castellano

Even though we have not spent a long time discussing the novel, you will be doing a writing assignment on it.  This time, I am giving you a number of choices; some of them are typical literary topics, and some are more unusual.  I want you to think about the assignment during your vacation, and we will work on it some when we return.  As challenging as this approach may be, I know you are up to it.  In a sense, you will be teaching yourself most of the novel by thinking about and working on your chosen topic.  By all means, discuss the novel and the topics with each other.  But, when you come to write your paper, you must be working alone: I want the assignment to be your own work.  Similarly, once you have written a draft, you can show it to your family, friends, and me to get some feedback; but, again, you are the person doing the revising and writing.  Even though each topic is different, for each of them use details to support your good ideas. The assignment is due on Monday, 23 April.  The length will vary, depending on the assignment you choose, but everyone should be doing 1-2 pages (typed) or 4-6 sides (handwritten) of writing; please double-space.  It is worth 100 points.  You should have some fun with this.  As always, do your best.

SOME POSSIBILITIES

· Do a character analysis of your favorite character.  Why is he or she your favorite?  Alternately, who is the best character in the book and why?  

· Choose a character other than Hope.  Write 3 lengthy journal entries for that character.  Pick 3 different points in the novel for the journal entries.

· Create and narrate another scene; narrate it from Hope’s point of view.

· Narrate a scene in the novel from another character’s point of view.

· Write one long letter or two shorter ones from Hope back to her friends, Miriam and Harrison, in New York City.

· Explore the parent-child relationships and theories in the novel.  We spoke a little about this in class.  You can go in a lot of directions with this.

· A lot of you picked up on the contrast between Hope’s fantasies about what her father would be like and what she actually finds in G.T. Stoop, who actually does become her Father.  Explore and examine this.  Don’t just tell me what actually happens.  Look at the situation and discuss what Joan Bauer is doing with this.

· Similarly, write about another spiritual lesson you gained from the book.  This is challenging, but many of you mentioned this type of idea on the quiz.

· “Those not busy being born and busy dying.” – Bob Dylan.  I mentioned this quotation in class.  Use it as a way into the book.  Don’t just look at the obvious example of G.T. Stoop.  Who is else busy living? Or dying?  How?  So what?

· Examine the elements of romance in the novel: Addie and G.T.; Hope and Braverman.  What can we gain from looking at these relationships (maybe other romances or lack of romance, too)?

· Write about some other aspect of the novel that interests, intrigues, perplexes, or bothers you.  If you are unsure, please ask me.

