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Mr. Castellano

For better and worse, this assignment will be your final writing assignment for me this year (except for the final exam).  So use everything you have learned this year and write a great essay.  Your assignment is to write a good literary essay on any aspect of To Kill A Mockingbird.  You and I both know you know a lot about the novel and have a lot of good ideas and questions about it.  Now is your opportunity to explore one of your questions extensively.  

We will spend some time in class during the next week discussing how to formulate a good thesis.  As you know, that is the hardest and most important part of the essay.  But, if you do it well, you will set yourself up to write a great essay.  Yes, you will write a thesis statement in your first paragraph.  But, more important, think in terms of writing a good thesis paragraph.  Use the 4-7 sentences in the first paragraph to state your thesis, lay out the territory, define your terms, explain specifically what your thesis is, and indicate clearly where you will headed.  A good way to start formulating your thesis is by thinking of it as an answer to a question you have about the novel.  I have written some samples below.

After you have a written a good thesis paragraph, you will write 2-4 body paragraphs in which you use a few (emphasis on a few) specific examples from the novel to support and illustrate your good ideas.  Again, remember the see-saw: balance the specific details you use with your commentary.  Explain the details to make your point clearly but do not re-tell the entire scene (or plot).  Always keep in mind you are defending an argument.  Ask yourself, how does this detail support my position?  Again: say a lot about a few things, not a little bit about everything.

I cannot very well give you a sample essay on this book, but I will give you an opening paragraph for another work.  The best thing you can do for yourself is to get started during this long weekend.  (The same is true for all your classes: use the weekend to finish assignments and prepare for the last days of classes and your final exams.)  This essay is due on Thursday, 31 May.  It is worth 100 points.  Do your best.

QUESTION IDEAS FOR THE ESSAY

Is Atticus a good Father?

What role does Aunt Alexandra play?   

What purpose does Dill have in the novel?

How does Part One prepare for Part Two?

How is Scout’s narration appropriate for this novel?  (Don’t just repeat your class notes.)

Why is Tom Robinson so vilified in the novel?

How is the ending appropriate for this story?

How does the culture of the novel affect a specific theme?

What function does Arthur Radley serve in the novel (other than saving them at the end)?

How does the plot serve as a criticism of racism and hypocrisy?

SAMPLE THESIS STATEMENTS

-  In To Kill A Mockingbird, by Harper Lee, Atticus Finch is an excellent father to and role model for Scout and Jem.

-  In To Kill A Mockingbird, by Harper Lee, Aunt Alexandra plays the important function of being a contrast to her brother Atticus and a model for learning from him.

**  Notice how both these thesis statements need several sentences to be fully explained and focused.
