Guidelines for Essay Writing





English 9 - Mr. Castellano

For your first test, you will be writing one paragraph for each question – for a total of two (2) paragraphs.  So, in fact, you will not be writing an essay this time.  But the same kinds of guidelines hold true for writing an essay as for writing a paragraph.  My comments are written with the idea of writing about a piece of literature in mind.  But if you change the subject of the question, these guidelines should help in all your classes.  Do your best.

· Always answer the question.  Take a few moments to be sure you understand the question.  Don’t tell everything you know about the topic: specifically address the question.  

· With in-class essays, you will not have time to write multiple drafts (as you should do with an assignment at home).  But do take a few minutes to outline your answer.

· It is always safe to re-state the question as part of your answer.  In this class, everything you write needs to make a point.  That point in a paragraph is called the topic sentence; in an essay, it is called a thesis statement.

· Keep in mind you are making an argument: you are setting out to prove a point.  Be sure your argument is clear.  Then use specific references to the text to support and illustrate your ideas.

· Always name the title and author in the first sentence (or first paragraph).

· It is a mantra in this class which I will repeat incessantly: It is always better to say a lot about a few things than to try to say a little bit about everything.  Please keep this in mind.

· In this class, I am not looking for a particular correct answer.  Neither do I want you to re-tell me everything in your notes.  Rather, I want you to use your notes and our class discussions as a starting point for addressing the question I give you.

· I really mean it when I say I am interested in your thoughts and how you have come to understand the story or poem we are discussing.  I am not looking for a repetition of the notes.

· Always write in your best prose.  Good writing is good thinking is good writing (George Orwell).  Be clear and thoughtful and articulate.

· Use specific details from the text to support your ideas.  Be sure to comment on and explain the insights you gain from the details you use.

· The more familiar you are with the text, the better you will do.  You can best prepare for a test by reading your notes and recalling details of each text.

· Talk about the stories (or novel or whatever) with your friends.

· Think like a teacher: think of what we spent time discussing in class, and then try to imagine what I might ask about.

· No matter what: DO YOUR BEST. 

Here are the instructions for this test: 

INSTRUCTIONS:  Choose any TWO (2) of the following questions (out of 4).  For each question, write about the story indicated.  You will write a paragraph for this assignment.  You will write about a total of TWO (2) different stories.  Make sure that you develop a clear, focused, and specific topic sentence: the point you will make.  Use a few relevant details to support and illustrate your ideas.  Be sure to comment on the references you make and to explain your ideas fully.  You may use the text, but do not get too caught up in looking for references.  Do not re-tell the plot.  Remember: you are trying to convince your reader (me) of the strength of your point: you are arguing a point.  There is NOT a definite right answer I am looking for; I am looking for good thinking and evidence of that thinking in good writing.  Plan out your paragraph, but reserve enough time for your writing.  You should spend about 20 minutes on each paragraph.  Each question is worth 50 points, so make sure you give enough time to each one.  The test is worth 100 points.  Do your best.
