OTHELLO -  reading outline





English 9 - Mr. Castellano


We have worked really hard on the play.  You have made great comments, and I sense you are understanding and enjoying it.  Well done.  Now I will ask you to read the rest of the play on your own.  Of course, we need to move a little more quickly: if you have a general sense of the rest of the play, then we can focus on the most important speeches in class.  More important, if I have done my job well, at this point you should be able to read and understand Shakespeare’s language pretty well.  At least give it a try.  Take your time; use the notes in your book; don’t feel that you have to understand every word or line.  Mark off passages and write down questions.  Bring questions and ideas to class.  


I have written below a brief outline of the scenes.  Use it to help guide your reading.  My advice: read the summary of a scene, then read the scene, then continue.  Don’t read the entire outline; it will ruin the suspense.  Do your best.

ACT III

III, iii:  We didn’t get to finish this scene in class on Friday.  Iago moves Othello further along in his suspicion of Desdemona.  The scene ends with Iago pledging to kill Cassio and Othello vowing to kill Desdemona.  Othello makes Iago his lieutenant.  OH NO!!

III, iv:  Othello asks Desdemona for the handkerchief that he had given her: the same one she had dropped and Emilia had given to Iago in the previous scene.  When she cannot produce, he goes wild.  Desdemona tells Cassio and Iago that Othello is upset with her; she also says that it must be her fault.

ACT IV

IV, i: Iag continues his program of poisoning Othello’s mind with descriptions of Desdemona’s and Cassio’s infidelity; Othello faints.  Iago tells Othello to hide and watch while Iago and Cassio have a conversation.  Iago’s plan is to have Othello see but not hear what Cassio and Iago are saying.  Then Iago tells Othello what Cassio supposedly said; Iago tells Othello that Cassio was bragging about his affair with Desdemona.  Lodovico then arrives from Venice with orders for Othello to return to Venice.  As Desdemona asks Othello what the letter says, Othello slaps Desdemona in front of everyone.  Lodovico is shocked.  He says, “I am sorry that I am deceived in him.”  YIKES!!

IV, ii: Othello asks Emilia if she has ever seen Cassio and Desdemona together; of course, she denies it.  Othello calls Desdemona a whore and Emilia the head of her house of prostition.  At the end of the scene, Iago urges Roderigo (remember him?) to kill Cassio in hopes of getting to Desdemona.

IV, iii: Emilia and Desdemona have a conversation about faithfulness and infidelity.  Emilia says she would be unfaithful to her husband for the “right price.”  Desdemona says she would never be unfaithful.  

ACT V

V, i: Iago has convinced Roderigo to kill Cassio.  When Roderigo surprises Cassio and fights him, both men receive wounds but are not killed.  To keep Roderigo silent, Iago stabs and kills Roderigo.  Surprising but not surprising, right? 

V, ii:  This scene is the final confrontation between Othello and Desdemona.  In good conscience, I cannot tell you what finally happens.  I can tell you that the two of them are alone together for much of the scene.  At the end of the scene, they are discovered by Lodovico, Gratiano (also from Venice), and Montano.  The play ends with many accusations, counter-accusations, denials, and confessions.  You will be surprised and not surprised with the way Shakespeare ends the play.  It’s great, upsetting, and perfect.  Enjoy it.

We will discuss everything in class.
