	AP ART HISTORY: SHMERYKOWSKY
GREEK ART: POTTERY TIMELINE

Greek Vase Painting can be traced back at its earliest examples to 1000 B.C and forwards to its last examples to around 31 BC Of course Greek art can trace itself back to the Bronze Age through the Mycenaean and Minoan cultures. But essentially what we know as Greek Vase Art can be alotted a time period from 1000 to 30 BC 

This is somewhat simplistic because the effects of Greek art design and concept have reverberated across western culture like a great wave, giving much greater force to its effect than a simple short period of time.

Greek Art is commonly categorized within this time period into 4 great Ages of Art, somewhat similar to its Historical Ages. Geometric, Archaic, Classical & Hellenistic

GREEK ART PERIODS:
Geometric Art and Protogeometirc style was the dominant art style during the period of 1000 BC to 700 BC. Artists who worked this style adorned many of their works (vase paintings in particular) with precise curvilinear and rectilinear, or geometric patterns. 

Archaic Art style developed during the years 700 BC to 480 BC and was an important era of innovation and achievemnent. During this period Greek artists came into contact with styles from outside of Greece. It was also a period when Greek art began to reflect Greek Ideals. This is when the idealization of the human figure began to influence Greek Art. Vase painting was perfected during this time. 

Classical Art style is widely regarded as one of the most accomplished and brilliant eras of artistic achievment in western civilization. This was however just a brief moment in time spanning the years 480 BC to 323 BC. This was a brief but extremely fruitfull period for the Greeks , particularly the Athenians and during this period Greek Vase art, Scuplture and Architecture was brought to a point of near perfection.

Hellenistic Art period Circa 323 BC to 31 BC moved increasingly away from idealization of classical Greek art towards more expressive forms. Drama and movement played a much more important role in Greek art than in earlier ages. Emotion in Greek Art, especially Sculpture, was a focus of much fascination and obsession. Emotion being very rare in pervious Greek art periods.
GREEN DECORATION TECHNIQUE PERIODS:
Greek Vase Art can be sectioned up into 4 major techniques of decoration. Orientalizing, Black-Figure, Red-Figure and White-ground. 

Orientalizing period includes most of the Protogeometric and Geometric styles and is called such because of the Eastern influences on Greek Geometric Art during this period.

Black-Figure was the principle ceramic technique from about 600 BC to 500 BC and can be defined by the use of Black Figure Illustration on a red clay background.

Red-Figure was developed shortly thereafter and dominated the period from 500 BC to 300 BC and is defined by the use of Red Figure Illustration on a black background.

White-Ground technique utilizes figures on a background made white by using a special clay free of iron oxides, applied over the common reddish clay. This is the so-called White-Ground technique is common only in Atherns during the 5th century BC It gives a much more realistic effect than the Black and Red Figures and can add colors ranging from yellow to pink, red, violet and blue, and probably comes closest to paintings on panels and walls. The technique of draftsmanship is however the same as Red-Figure.

	
	


