Document Based Question: Industrialization
"To what extent did Industrialization improve people’s lives"?

Directions: The following question is based on the documents provided. As you analyze the documents, take into account both the source of the document and the author’s point of view.

Be sure to:

1. Carefully read the document-based question. Consider what you already know about this topic. How would you answer the question I you had no documents to examine? 

2. Now, read each document carefully, underlining key phrases and words that address the document-based question. You may also wish to use the margin to make brief notes. Answer the questions that follow each document. 

3. Based on your own knowledge and on the information found in the documents, develop a thesis that directly answers the question. 

4. Organize supportive and relevant information into a brief outline. 

5. Write a well-organized essay proving your thesis. The essay should be logically presented and should include information both from the documents and from your own outside knowledge of the topic. 

Historical Context: The industrial period of the 19th and early 20th centuries.

Task: By using the following documents, as well as your knowledge of the topic, evaluate the thesis that industrialization improved the life of the average person.

Part A: Short Answer
The following documents provide information about how industrialization affected people’s lives. Examine the documents carefully and then answer the question(s) that follow each document.

Document 1:
My Boy
I have a little boy at home,
A pretty little son;
I think sometimes the world is mine
In him my only one. . .
[Before] dawn my labor drives me forth
Tis night when I am free;
A stranger am I to my child;
And he one to me.
· According to the poem, what impact did industrialization have on the lives of many parents? 
Document 2:

Early Industrial Plant 
(source: http://www.encarta.msn.com/find/MediaMax.asp?pg=3&ti=1741500823&idx=461530293 )
As the Industrial Revolution spread to the United States, plants such as this textile factory appeared. Soon the production of exports outpaced import of goods, and by the late 1800s America emerged as the world’s largest industrial power. This success did not come without a price, however, industrial growth brought with it a host of environmental pollution problems. 
· What impact have factories had on the environment?
Document 3:
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Source: Encarta Online Encyclopedia
· How did mass production affect the availability of consumer goods? 

Document 4:
Railroad travel was fast. Going to San Francisco from New York City took only six days. Before the railroads, the trip took months. 

From: The American Nation
· According to the information above, how did railroads affect people’s lives? 
Document 5:
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Source: Encarta Online Encyclopedia
· What were living conditions like for many urban dwellers? 
Part B: Essay Response
In a well-constructed essay, address the question,  "To what extent did Industrialization improve people’s lives"?

Your essay should include:

· an opening paragraph with a thesis statement 

· at least two paragraphs giving evidence from the documents to support your thesis 

· a concluding paragraph re-stating your thesis and main arguments 

