Manifest Destiny
Introduction:

Manifest Destiny was a term coined in the 1840s to describe the belief that the United States was destined to expand its territories across the American continent. People who subscribed to this belief thought that God intended for the United States to expand. They also thought that the country’s democratic political system was superior to any others and should therefore be spread across the land. The idea of Manifest Destiny contributed to the westward expansion into Indian and Mexican territories during the 19th century.

Documents:

Document 1 - John L. O'Sullivan on Manifest Destiny, 1839 {This document has been edited}
This Document published in 1839, describes the concept of Manifest Destiny. 
Directions: Read the document and answer the questions that follow:

	The American people having derived their origin from many other nations, and the Declaration of National Independence being entirely based on the great principle of human equality, these facts demonstrate at once our disconnected position as regards any other nation; that we have, in reality, but little connection with the past history of any of them, and still less with all antiquity, its glories, or its crimes. On the contrary, our national birth was the beginning of a new history, the formation and progress of an untried political system, which separates us from the past and connects us with the future only; and so far as regards the entire development of the natural rights of man, in moral, political, and national life, we may confidently assume that our country is destined to be the great nation of futurity……….. 

…………..The far-reaching, the boundless future will be the era of American greatness. In its magnificent domain of space and time, the nation of many nations is destined to manifest to mankind the excellence of divine principles; to establish on earth the noblest temple ever dedicated to the worship of the Most High -- the Sacred and the True. Its floor shall be a hemisphere -- its roof the firmament of the star-studded heavens, and its congregation an Union of many Republics, comprising hundreds of happy millions, calling, owning no man master, but governed by God's natural and moral law of equality, the law of brotherhood -- of "peace and good will amongst men.". . . 




1. In the first paragraph, what reasons does O’Sullivan give for the United States being “destined to be the great nation of futurity?”

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. In the second paragraph, what is O’Sullivan saying about the destiny of the United States? Summarize this paragraph in your own words.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Directions: Read the song lyrics of each one and answer the questions that follow.
Document 2 - “To the West”
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To the west  to the west! to the land of the fres,
Whareth mighty Missonria ol downto o er,
Whero the young may exalt and the agod may
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To the west 1 o the west ! where the rivers that flow,
Bun thousands of miles, sparking outas they go,
Whero the green waving forests shall echo oar call,
A wide as oKl Englund, and frco to ns all
Whero the prairies, ke seas whero the billows hava roll'd
Aro broad as tho kingdoms aud empires of old ;
'And the lakes aro oceans i storms or in rest—
Away, for away, to land of the west !
To the west, o tho wost, &s.

To tho west, tothe west, thoro s wealdh 0 bo won;
A forest to cleat i tho work to be don
Welltry it—we'll do it—and never despair,
Whilo bt in tho sunshine, or
The bold independence that labor shall buy,
Shall strengthen our hearts, ud forbid us 1 sigh ;
Away, far wway, et us hope for the best !
Tor a homeds & home,in the I:nd of the west !

To the weat, to the west, &o.
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To the west! to the wast, I once went, do you see,

Tm sure, was suffisient for me ;
Oh, the things that I ssw there, they frightened me qutte,
And ever since then, sirs, I've soareely been right.
My children got sick every day, sirs, almost,
‘And my wifo took the chills, and got deaf as & post;
Oh, there's some may exult, but for me, sirs, 'm blesd
16T baven't aa much as T want of the west!

To the west, to the west, &e.

To the wost! to the west, whore the xivers that flow,
‘Ave full of great big alligators, you know ; |
Whero theakes in the forest make youfsel procious quoer KO
And you don’t see & bar-room not twice in  year.
And if "ross the prairie you happen to g9,
You're sure to be tossed by some wild buffalo,
Whero the lakes are like childron—they're never at rost,
+Pon my word, sirs, I soon had enough of the west.

To the west, to the west, &o.

At the west they told me there was wealth to be wen,
Tho forest to clear, was the work to be done.;
1 tried it—oouldu’t do it—guv 1t up in despai
And just see if you'll ever again catch me thers
The little sug farm I expected to buy,
1 quickly discovercd was just all in my eye,
1 camo back like & streak—you may go—but Ia Hewd
1f you'l evor again, sirs, cateh mo at the west.
To the west, to the west, Jo.
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Document 3 - “Parody on ‘To the West’”
3. If these songwriters were to meet, would they agree with each other about what it would be like to move westward? List two things that each person might say to the other.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. The concept of manifest Destiny concerns the popular 19th century belief that the Americans had the duty to expand their territory and, in the process, their values. Which song best expresses these ideas? Which lines of that song do you think most clearly suggest that the songwriter believed in Manifest Destiny?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Why do you think each person wrote this song?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. Does the person who wrote the Parody disagree with the overall concept of Manifest Destiny? Is his attitude more about what the country as a whole should do or about his personal preferences and choices for his own life?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

7. What might the writer of the Parody say to a person who was considering taking the concept of Manifest Destiny to heart and moving west?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

8. Imagine that each of these songwriters were to meet John O’Sullivan, the person who coined the term “Manifest Destiny.” What do you think each person would say to Mr. O’Sullivan?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
