Essay Topics for Death of a Salesman
Select one (1) of the following essay topics. Use textual references and plot examples to support your conclusions. Strive for a specific thesis.

Please label (and title) your choice!

A.    Discuss the significance of Ben in Death of a Salesman
B.    Consider the influence Linda Loman has in Willy’s life. Discuss whether she is Willy’s constant mainstay or a contributing force to his commitment to the wrong dream.

C.     In “Tragedy and the Common Man” Arthur Miller discussed the “tragic flaw” as

“really nothing . . . but [a person’s] inherent unwillingness to remain passive in the face of what he conceives to be a challenge to his dignity. Only the passive, only those who accept their lot without active retaliation, are ‘flawless.’ Most of us are in that category. But there are among us today, as there always have been, those who act against the scheme of things that degrades them, and in the process of action everything we have accepted out of fear or insensitivity or ignorance is shaken before us and examined.” Using these criteria, does Willy Loman qualify as a tragic hero in this drama? 

D.     In the Requiem, speaking about Willy, Biff says, “He had the wrong dreams. All, all wrong.” Happy, on the other hand, says, “He had a good dream. It’s the only dream you can have. . .” Which son do you agree with?

E.      Compare and contrast the relationship Charley has with Bernard and that of Willy with both Biff and Happy. 

F.     Discuss how Death of a Salesman portrays the dark side of “the American Dream.”

        (Make sure you define how you will use that phrase.)

