History of Music, Mr. Robert L. Johnston

Alban Berg (1885-1935) 
Aim:


To learn about the composer of what is one of the 20th century’s most important works.
Instructional Objectives:

1. To learn about Berg.

2. To receive and introduction to Wozzeck.
Motivation:


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n5GoAnCaq9U
Development/Procedures:
I. General

a. Berg began studying with Schoenberg in 1904 at the age of nineteen.

b. He achieved greater popular success than Schoenberg by infusing the music with expressive gestures in the tradition of Mahler and Strauss.

c. Berg's expressionistic opera Wozzeck, which premiered in 1925, was one of the most successful modern operas and by far the most popular atonal opera.

II. Wozzeck

a. The story is adapted from a nineteenth-century play by Georg Büchner.

i. The play is based on a real event in which a man who may have been insane was executed for killing the woman he lived with.

ii. Incomplete at Büchner's death in 1837, the play was finally staged in 1913.

iii. Berg created his own libretto and completed the music in 1922.

b. The music is atonal, not twelve-tone, and includes some Sprechtstimme.

c. Berg employs leitmotives that are identified with the main characters.
d. Each of the three acts has five scenes linked by interludes; the music is continuous.

i. The first act includes a Baroque suite, a rhapsody, a march and lullaby, a passacaglia, and a rondo.

ii. The second act is a symphony in five movements and includes a sonata form, fantasia and fugue, ternary slow movement, scherzo, and rondo.

iii. Act III is a series of inventions: on a theme (seven variations and a fugue), on a note (B), on a rhythm, on a chord, on a key, and on a duration.

III. Twelve-tone works

a. After Wozzeck, Berg adopted the twelve-tone system.

b. Berg chose rows that allowed for tonal-sounding chords and progressions.

c. Principal twelve-tone works

i. Lyric Suite for string quartet (1925-26)

ii. Violin Concerto (1935)

iii. Lulu (1928-35), his second opera

d. Violin Concerto

i. The row has four interlocking minor and major triads.

ii. The piece begins with evocations of a violin tuning its open strings.

iii. Berg also uses a Viennese waltz style, a folk song, and a Bach chorale, Es ist genug.
IV. Looked like…
a. [image: image1.tiff]



V. Death

a. Berg died aged 50 in Vienna, on Christmas Eve 1935, from blood poisoning apparently caused by an insect-sting-induced carbuncle on his back that occurred in November.  (Wikipedia)
Materials of Instruction:

Smart Board
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AvzjGROrTbg
Assignment:


Continue to study for Final!

Summary:

The importance of Berg can be recognized in my own schooling, in that every course I took relative to the 20th century (and there were a lot of them, as Manhattan School of Music was and is recognized as being a proponent of contemporary Music), addressed and covered Wozzeck.
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