History of Music, Mr. Robert L. Johnston

Introduction
Aim:


What is Western Music, and why do we study it?

Instructional Objectives:

At the conclusion of the lesson, students will:

I. Have defined Western Music and the chronological scope it encompasses.

II. Have gained an introduction to their musical heritage.

III. Have received a syllabus and necessary initial instruction for a successful year.

Motivation:


Play Epitaph of Sekiklos (:35), a piece engraved on a tombstone from Aydin, Turkey from the first century A.D. (Shirmer)

This is one of the forty oldest extant pieces we have.

Development/Procedures:

I. Definition:

a. Western Music is defined by MSN Encarta is, “the music of Europe and of areas of the world settled by Europeans. Western music is one of several separate, highly developed musical cultures, each of which has its own specific theoretical base that encompasses, among other things, its own system of tunings and scales, its preferred timbres (tone colors), its particular approach to musical form, and its characteristic musical textures. As such, Western music stands alongside other major musical systems, notably those of India, Indonesia, Islamic culture, China, and Japan.” (http://encarta.msn.com/encyclopedia_761551748/Western_Music.htm)
b. Catherine Schmidt-Jones writes, “From the end of the Middle Ages to modern times, composers and performers in western Europe gradually developed widely accepted standards for tuning, melody, harmony, meter, notation, form, counterpoint and other music basics. These rules are a sort of grammar for the language of music. Just as the basic rules for putting together sentences and paragraphs help people understand each other, knowing what to expect from a piece of music helps people understand and like it. 

Of course, music, like language, changes through the centuries. A Bach invention, a Brahms symphony, and a Beatles song are different forms in different genres, and at first they may sound as if they have nothing in common. But they all use the same musical "language" and follow basically the same rules. They are all examples of Western music, and are all more like each other than they are like a Navajo lullaby, a Chinese opera, or a West African praise song.”

(http://cnx.org/content/m11421/latest/)

II. According to Wikipedia, Western Music begins in 476 A.D. and continues through today, for a running total of 1,534 years.  Music, of course, is ageless, and is not confined to the West.

(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Classical_music)

III. Why do we have music?
a. Entertainment
b. Worship
c. Enhancement of another art form
d. Add your own…
IV. Why do we study music?
a. To have greater understanding as performers.
b. To have a greater appreciation as listeners and consumers of the arts.
c. As young musicians and students of history, to gain a sense of how music fits into the world’s culture and heritage.
d. Add your own…
V. Dr. Tim Lautzenheiser quotes from The Joy of Inspired Teaching, Tim Lautzenheiser, GIA Publications, Inc., Chicago.  1993.

VI. Course Description outlining the content of our course of study, requirements and procedures for this class.

VII. Play the extant choral song from Orestes by Euripides (2:49)
Materials of Instruction:

Smart Board
Norton Anthology Of Western Music, Vol. 1 (Disc 1)

Summary:


Music constantly permeates our lives.  Whether listening to your iPod, listening to Fr. Bill chant at Mass, or enjoying the Clinton Shorter soundtrack to District 9, the newly released Beatles Rock Band, music is everywhere and serves countless, irreplaceable purposes.


Given this and that this course is an elective for upperclassmen in a college preparatory setting, due diligence, enthusiasm and a consistent work ethic are required at all times.

Assignment:

I. Define extant.
II. Bring in a short list that adds to III. & IV.

III. Return the correctly signed last page of your course description after having reviewed it with your parents/guardians.

IV. Be prepared for a quiz on Thursday that is based on our first two meetings.
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