History of Music, Mr. Robert L. Johnston

Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)
Aim:


Who was Haydn, and what forms are he most necessarily identified with?

Instructional Objectives:

At the conclusion of this unit, students will:

I. Have met Haydn, and have gained an understanding of patrons and travels.

II. Have heard a representation of his symphonies.

III. Have heard a representation of his string quartets.

IV. Have leaned about the baryton.

V. Have heard a representation of his sacred works.

Motivation:
I. The Baryton

a. The baryton is a bowed instrument similar in size to the ‘cello.  It was played by Haydn’s patron, Prince Nicholas Esterhazy, and therefore Haydn wrote 175 works that included the baryton.

i. A copy of Prince Esterhazy's baryton, on display at his palace in Eisenstadt.
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ii. Prince Nikolaus Esterházy, Haydn's most important patron.
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b. Play the Minuet Alla Zoppa from the Baryton Trio No. 52 (2:16)

Development/Procedures:

I. Background

a. Was born in Austria

b. His parents sent him to study music with a relative at six

i. He never lived with his parents again

c. Around the age of eight, he became at choirboy in Vienna

i. We will come to see how Vienna came to become one of the world’s great musical centers, as it remains today

d. His early life seemed to have been marked by neglect

e. His life after his voice changed was typical of a freelancer

i. He taught himself theory by studying the text, Gradus ad Parnassum, as well as the works of C.P.E. Bach

ii. Worked as a teacher, street musician, and accompanist

iii. Held three different court jobs prior to becoming Kappelmeister for the Esterhazy family

II. The Esterhazy position

a. Came to live and work at Esterhaza, the family’s estate in rural Hungary
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b. Haydn’s responsibilities included

i. Composition

ii. Running the court orchestra

1. The equivalent of a home theater

iii. Playing chamber music

1. Oftentimes with the Esterhazy family

iv. Opera

1. We really don’t remember Haydn for opera

c. Given that music was his only responsibility, his output was immensely prolific

d. Haydn came to be greatly recognized outside of the Esterhazy world, and often received commissions for works

III. Personal Life

a. Haydn was married

i. He married the sister of a woman he had been in love with

ii. The marriage was loveless, and they both had affairs

iii. There were no children

b. Was well respected by his musicians and peers

c. Was friends with Mozart

d. Was a devout Catholic

i. Prayed the rosary when he had composer’s block

ii. Cited praise to God in his manuscripts

e. Smallpox survivor

IV. Music

a. Haydn writes in the Classical Style
i. This is the next major style after the Baroque

ii. It was heralded by the Rococo, or pre-Classic period

1. C.P.E. Bach was the pre-eminent composer of the Rococo

b. Haydn is a major figure of the Age of Enlightenment

i. Other figures include

1. Mozart

2. Beethoven

3. Voltaire

4. Benjamin Franklin

5. Thomas Jefferson

c. Haydn is known as

i. The father of the symphony

1. Though certainly not the first to write symphonies, he saw the form to its most accepted structure

2. Wrote at least 104

3. Play the Symphony No. 44, “Trauer Symphony”  (23:30)

a. This symphony is the sub-style of sturm und drang
b. Haydn asked that the slow movement be played at his funeral
c. This particular recording is being played by the conductorless Orpheus Chamber Orchestra

ii. The father of the string quartet (to be continued…)

Materials of Instruction:

Smart Board

Various Recordings
Summary:

Haydn will herald the arrival of Mozart and Beethoven.  His contributions to the modern forms of the symphony and string quartet are inarguable.


The Esterhazy family is a role model for wealthy patrons, and are almost as important as Haydn.

Assignment:


Read the Haydn chapter in Bach, Beethoven and the Boys
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