History of Music, Mr. Robert L. Johnston

Franz Joseph Haydn (1732-1809)
Aim:


Who was Haydn, and what forms are he most necessarily identified with?

Instructional Objectives:

At the conclusion of this unit, students will:

I. Have met Haydn, and have gained an understanding of patrons and travels.

II. Have heard a representation of his symphonies.

III. Have heard a representation of his string quartets.

IV. Have leaned about the baryton.

V. Have heard a representation of his sacred works.
Motivation:
I. Listen to the slow movement of Symphony No. 44 again.  (5:30)

II. Definitions

a. Symphony

i. The symphony is usually, in its most traditional form, a four-movement work for orchestra.

1. The orchestra is, from this point forward, made up of four families, which are, in score order:

a. Winds

b. Brass

c. Percussion

d. Strings

2. The four movements are usually is the following order:

a. Fast

i. Usually in sonata-allegro form
b. Slow

c. Stylized dance

i. Earlier in the classical period, this was a minuet and trio (A-B-A)

ii. Later, it could be a scherzo (also A-B-A)

d. Fast

i. Sometimes sonata-allegro, sometimes rondo form.
b. String Quartet

i. The string quartet is a work for the following:

1. 2 violins

2. 1 viola

3. 1 ‘cello

ii. The structure of movements is the same as the symphony

1. Fast

a. Usually sonata-allegro

b. Slow

c. Stylized dance

i. Usually minuet and trio

d. Fast

i. Usually rondo

iii. Play first two movements String Quartet in C major, Op. 76, No. 3, “Emperor” (Allegro; Poco Adagio, Cantabile) (14:50)

Development/Procedures:

I. Portrait by Thomas Hardy, 1792
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II. Post-Esterhazy

a. In 1790, Prince Nicholas died, and his successor dismissed the court musicians, and in essence, forcing Haydn to retire.

b. On an invitation from Johann Peter Salomon, Haydn visited London, where he composed and conducted new symphonies with a large orchestra.

i. There were two London visits

1. 1791-1792

2. 1794-1795

ii. The resulting works are nicknamed “The London Symphonies”

1. He composed six for each visit

2. These works mark the height of Haydn’s compositional prowess

iii. Most have nicknames, such as “The Surprise,” or “The Military”

III. Final Years

a. Lived in Vienna from 1792 until his death

b. Stopped composing in 1802, due to illness

c. Mozart’s Requiem was played at his funeral

IV. Catalogue of works

a. Over 104 symphonies

b. Chamber music, including approximately 68 string quartets

c. Sacred vocal music

i. Mass in Time of War
ii. Lord Nelson Mass
iii. The Creation (Oratorio)

iv. The Seasons (Oratorio)

d. As many as 24 operas

e. Keyboard music

V. If time allows, play the Mass in the Time of War.
Materials of Instruction:

Smart Board

Various Recordings
Summary:

Haydn was one of the lynchpins between the Baroque and Classical periods, and again, shepherded in the forms that would dominate the Classical era.  He is today, becoming a lost composer, as his works are performed less and less frequently.

Assignment:

Begin studying for your next major exam, which will be on Tuesday, December 18th.  Please note, as I will be away at a conference beginning the 18th, through the last day of school, I will not be posting grades until we return in January. 
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