History of Music, Mr. Robert L. Johnston

Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart (1756-1791) (Day 2)
Aim:


Who was Mozart?

Instructional Objectives:

At the conclusion of this unit, students will:

I. Have met Mozart, and have gained an understanding of his development.

II. Have heard a representation of his works, including a symphony, a violin concerto, opera excerpts and vocal music.

III. Have a sense of how Mozart, leads music to the Romantic period.

Motivation:
“It is a great consolation for me to remember that the Lord, to whom I had drawn near in humble and child-like faith, has suffered and died for me, and that He will look on me in love and compassion.”

“I thank my God for graciously granting me the opportunity of learning that death is the key which unlocks the door to our true happiness.”

Mozart was a devout Roman Catholic, and one of his many names, Amadeus, means, “Loved by God.”

Development/Procedures:

I. Mozart in Vienna

a. Ultimately, after his mother’s death, and an unrequited relationship, Mozart moves to Vienna in 1781.

i. England and the American colonies are in the throes of the Revolution.

b. Mozart quarreled with the Prince-Archbishop, ultimately resulting in his resignation.

i. This was against the wishes of his father, who wished him to return to Salzburg.

c. In his early time in Vienna, Mozart establishes himself as a virtuoso keyboardist, and has great success with the German opera, Abduction from the Seraglio.
d. He was initially idolized by the Viennese.

e. Mozart married Costanze Weber, the younger sister of the woman who refused him prior to his move.

i. 1782 portrait of Constanze Mozart by Joseph Lange
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ii. The Mozart family had a cool relationship with Costanze, at best.

iii. Had two sons who survived to adulthood.

1. Franz Xaver Wolfgang was a minor composer himself.

2. The two sons of Wolfgang Amadeus and Constanze Mozart: Carl Thomas (r) and Franz Xaver Wolfgang Mozart (l) (painting of Hans Hansen, Vienna, 1800)
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f. It was also during this time that Mozart became familiar with the works of Bach and Handel.

i. From this point, Mozart will employ more contrapuntal writing.

g. Also befriended Franz Joseph Haydn during this time.

i. The two would play string quartets together.

ii. When meeting Leopold, Haydn said, "Before God and as an honest man I tell you that your son is the greatest composer known to me either in person or by name: He has taste, and, furthermore, the most profound knowledge of composition."

h. Mozart wrote a number of piano concertos during this time.

i. Performed them himself.

ii.  Performed in unique spaces, such as ballrooms.

iii. Play the first two movements from the Piano Concerto in A Major, K. 414 (Allegro & Andante) (19:24)

i. The family lived lavishly during this time.

i. Lived in an expensive apartment.

ii. Bought an expensive piano.

iii. Bought a pool table.

iv. Sent their elder son to boarding school.

v. Kept servants.

j. Mozart became a mason during this time.

i. Mozart found camaraderie with the Enlightenment-inspired members.

ii. Wrote a great deal of Masonic music

iii. Play Masonic Funeral Music, K. 477 (4:46)

Materials of Instruction:


Smart Board


Various Recordings

Summary:

Mozart will continue to evolve during this period, embracing all that has come before him as well as his own talents.  His output will show clear growth and culminate with the last three symphonies, operas like Don Giovanni and The Magic Flute, and the Requiem.

Assignment:


Continue to study for exam on Tuesday, December 18th.
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