History of Music, Mr. Robert L. Johnston

Antonio Salieri (1750-1825)
Aim:


Who was Salieri?

Instructional Objectives:

At the conclusion of this unit, students will:

I. Have met the real Salieri.

II. Have heard a representation of his works.

III. Have obtained a non-fictional perspective of who he really was.

Motivation:
Play the Overture to “Axur, re d´Ormus” (3:21), http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=muQz-GugZJc and the finale, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bgdsu8l4F1U (1:13)
Development/Procedures:

I. Biography

a. Born in Legnago, Italy (Republic of Venice)

b. Taught initially by his older brother (a student of Giuseppi Tartini), and the local organist ( a pupil of Giovanni Battista Martini).

c. Was orphaned by 1764 (freshman age).

d. Eventually mentored by Florian Leopold Gassmann.

i. Gassmann was himself an opera composer, active in Venice and Vienna

ii. Gassmann took Salieri to the Italian Church to consecrate his teaching and service to God, an event that left a deep impression on Salieri for the rest of his life.
iii. Salieri studied Latin, Italian poetry, German, European literature.
iv. Musically, he studied vocal composition, figured bass, harmony, and counterpoint.
e. Married in 1774.
f. Suffered from dementia the last year-and-a-half of his life.
g. His own Requiem was performed at his funeral (not Mozart’s, as the Salieri character in Amadeus had planned to do.
i. Play the Introit and Kyrie, http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iy523_JQiso (6:32)
h. http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GRid=1387 

II. Musical Positions and Activities

a. Appointed the director of the Italian opera by the Habsburg court, 1774 to 1792.
b. Austrian imperial Kapellmeister from 1788 to 1824.

c. Wikipedia calls him, “one of the most important and sought-after teachers of his generation, and his influence was felt in every aspect of Vienna's musical life.”

i. Students included Franz Schubert, Ludwig van Beethoven and Franz Liszt.

ii. Only charged his wealthiest students, given the kindness he was shown as an orphan.

iii. Also taught singing (vocal coach).

d. Was commissioned to write the inaugural opera for La Scala in Milan.

e. Ceased composing opera in 1804, shortly after Emperor Joseph II’s death.

f. Active as a conductor, and presented the premieres of Beethoven’s first two piano concertos, as well as Wellington’s Victory.
III. Output

a. 37-45 operas

i. Collaborated with Lorenzo da Ponte, who also collaborated with Mozart.

ii. Composed operas in Italian, German, and French.

b. 4 masses, a requiem, and other liturgical works

c. Various concertos and instrumental works

IV. Did he or didn’t he?

a. There was a professional rivalry that included Salieri being chosen to teach both voice and piano to Princess Elisabeth of Württember (remember those scenes from the movie)?

b. Viewed each other as friends and colleagues.

c. Supported each other’s works.

d. When Salieri was appointed Kapellmeister, he revived Le nozze di Figaro.
e. Used Mozart’s music for Leopold II’s coronation.

f. Composed a cantata for voice and piano together.

g. Conducted Mozart’s music.

h. Mentioned in Mozart’s last letter, as Mozart took Salieri in his carriage to a performance of The Magic Flute (this was the opera being performed in Amadeus when Mozart collapsed.

i. Helped educated Franz Xaver Mozart.

V. Looked like…

a. [image: image1.jpg]-




(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Joseph_Willibrod_Mähler_001.jpg)

b. [image: image2.jpg]



(http://www.classical.com/composer/Antonio_Salieri)
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(http://www.classical.com/composer/Antonio_Salieri) 
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(http://www.naxos.com/person/Antonio_Salieri/21143.htm) 

Materials of Instruction:


Smart Board


Various YouTube videos

Summary:

Salieri was not the fictional character presented in Amadeus.  He was in fact, an accomplished composer, conductor, and educator, and had a significant impact on those to follow him.  He lives and works in the bridge between the Classical and Romantic periods.

Assignment:

Note, there will be an exam on Friday, January 17th
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