Astronomy Assignment 9
The existence of life beyond our own planet is a concept that has intrigued humanity since its earliest days.  Modern science has developed an actual equation to calculate the possibility of life in our own Galaxy.  NASA and several international space agencies have also created a division known as SETI whose sole purpose is to look for life beyond our atmosphere.  The United States Military has often been at the forefront of this topic sometimes in a public and other times in a more covert way. The pseudo-science field of ufology has developed over the last few decades and created a system of classification for "visitations" experienced by humans. For this assignment you may select one of the following concepts
1. The Drake equation.  Explain the development of the equation, the nature of the variables in it and its implications to the field of astrobiology 
2. SETI Program.  Explain what the objectives, goal and methods used by the program.
3. Project Blue Book and Area 51.  Explain the nature of The USAF project and the Facility in the American Southwest.
4. Close Encounters Classification System.  Explain the different types of close encounters and  give real-life cases of each.
