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MTA: Money-Taking
Authority Is At It Again

The is about to soak drivers with yet another toll increase—the
second in less than 18 months—in an attempt to solve their never-
ending fiscal problems. Under their plan, tolls will increase 10 percent
beginning January 1,201 1. This increase comes on the heels of an cight
percent increase in July 2009. The MTA' inability to control costs and
come up with a viable long-term-expense reduction plan is hitting
New Yorkers when they can least afford it. Toll hikes continue to rise

much faster than incomes or the rate of inflation. It’s time for drivers to
say enough already.

Tolls collected on the MTA’ bridges and tunnels are already 350 percent
of the MTAS operating expenses. And the atest increase comes in addition
o last year'’s MTA bailout, which included a host of new fees such as a new
$50 wehicle registration tax in the authority’s operating region.

The bottom linc is that the MTA can’t keep asking drivers to solve
their fiscal problems, and the authority must do more to control ex-
penses and climinate waste. Yes, the authority has made recent cfforts
by reducing payrolls and implementing service reductions. But more
needs to be done. In fact,a recent audit by the state Comprroller found
MTAS “culture of acceptance” cnabled overtime abuse to the tune of
$600 million.

Enough is enough. MTA officials must stop their long tradition of
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: ers face fines, a state surcharge and
 three license points. In addition to

A. It is New York State law to
@ pull over to the side of the
road for passing emergency ve-
hicles, but beginning Jan. 1, 2011,
drivers wil be required to abide by
an additional law: the Ambrose-
Searles Move Over Act. This law
will require all drivers to change
lanes when approaching a parked
emergency vehicle whose lights are
flashing If they fail to do so, driv-

New York, 47 other states have
already adopted similar Move Over

: laws. This new law is named after

‘Trooper Robert Ambrose and Depu-
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Move Over Law    

Effective 1/1/11
