The French Revolution

*August 27, 1789 the Declaration of the Rights of Man was adopted
*slogan of the Revolution was “Liberty, Equality, Fraternity”

*the Catholic Church was put under state control and lost its land under the  

  Civil Constitution of the Clergy
*Louis XVI attempted to escape with his family from France in June of 1791  

  however they were recognized and brought back to Paris
*the Legislative Assembly took over power in France-September 1791 

*the problems of food shortages and government debt continued in France

*3 three groups that formed the Legislative Assembly were the: 
Radicals
   -sat on left side of the hall (left wing) 

   -opposed the king and the idea of monarchy

   -wanted change-believed people should have full power(a REPUBLIC
   -san-culottes-“those without knee breeches”(extreme left)
Moderates
   -sat in center of the hall (were called centrists. 

   -wanted some changes in government--but not as many as radicals
Conservatives
   -sat on right side of the hall-called right wing
   -upheld idea of limited monarchy 

   -wanted little or no changes in the government
   -émigrés-nobles who had fled France during peasant uprisings (extreme right)
*Monarchs throughout Europe-concerned about changes taking place in Fr
   -worried that peasant revolts similar to the ones in France could break out in 
     their own countries
*the radicals hoped to spread their revolution to all the peoples of Europe

*Austria and Prussia proposed that the French put Louis back on the throne
*the Legislative Assembly then declared war on Austria in April 1792
*the royal family was imprisoned because on July 25, 1792 the Prussian 
  commander threatened to destroy Paris if any revolutionaries harmed any 
  member of the royal family this angered the Parisians
*the Legislative Assembly gave up the idea of a limited monarchy

   (set aside the constitution of 1791

       eliminated the king 

       dissolved the Legislative Assembly(called for election of new legislation 

*the new government was called the National Convention
*the most radical group in Paris were the Jacobins
*France was declared a republic on September 21, 1792
*Louis XVI was charged with treason
*1st problem facing the new govt. was the war w/Austria & Prussia
*1793 Britain, Holland, & Spain joined Austria and Prussia in fighting France
*the National Convention (the new govt.) drafted men btw the ages of 18  

  and 40 into the army in order to fight so many countries
*Maximilian Robespierre gathered control of power in France
  -he wanted to erase every memory/trace of the monarchy and nobility in Fr
          (1793 the Committee of Public Safety took leadership of France
*the period from July 1793- July 1794 was called the Reign of Terror
*all “enemies of the republic” were arrested, put on trial, & beheaded by 

  the guillotine 
*the members of the National Convention turned on Robespierre
    (arrested and beheaded
-moderate leaders in the National Convention drafted a new govt. in 1795
*the new government was called the Directory 

  -two-house legislature 
-executive body of five men
