	General Art History Timeline- Major Art Movements
Prehistoric Art 

Art of times before recorded history, man's earliest attempts to represent his ideas and feelings in visual form. Examples of prehistoric art include: Altamira cave paintings (Spain), Lascuax Cave paintings in France (40,00BC), early fertility symbols like Venus of Willendorf, (22,000 BC) and early figurines and crude tools. 
Primitive Art
Art of tribes or groups of peoples who were so-called primitive societies. Africa, South Pacific Island, and the Americas- peoples who have passed through the Agricultural Revolution, but show no signs of evolving in the direction of the "historic civilizations." 
Examples of primitve art include: New Guinea sculpture, Easter Island stone images, Stonehenge, (2,000 BC) and Benin Tribe, Nigeria (masks, guardian figures).
Egyptian Art (4,500-30 BC)
Art in Egypt depicted the lives of the nobility - high priests, the pharaohs, gods. Images are flat and perspective is strictly 2-D, which with colors varying from monotonous to elaborate creates a mysterious effect. Art revolved around afterlife. Geometry, symmetry, harmony were emphasized. Stiff figures, frontalism. Examples of Egyptian art include: hieroglyphics (I've got a handout for you to give to the class), block from sculpture, relief paintings and sculpture, murals, ornate coffins, jewelry and metalwork , portrait heads and paintings, Pyramids of Giza, King Tut
Greek Art (1100-700 B.C.)
As witnessed in works from the Golden Age of Greece- the time of "The Great Thinkers"-- art embodied the Classical aesthetic, an idyllic and refined concept of the beautiful. Idealized their figures- young, strong, graceful. Balance, harmony, proportion are important in architecture. Man (athletes) and gods and goddesses are main subjects of sculpture.
Roman Art (200 B.C. - 200 A.D.)
The Romans art was influenced in large part by Greek Classicism but did not partake of the Classical ideals. Works involved realistic subject matter and often related to the aggressive Roman heritage. Busts were popular – included flaws, facial expression, aging.
Examples of Roman art include:, Colosseum, aqueducts, Byzantine cathedrals: Hagia, Sophia, Istanbul, sculpture (intense realism and detail). Roman painting, mosaics, frescos, Byzantine mosaics.
Middle Ages (750-900) 
The church was the most influential source of artistic achievement during the Middle Ages. While the common man lived a modest life, the art of the times is garish and often meant to instill fear. Highly symbolic, it reflects war-like religious convictions and an interest in permanent stone, iron, and bronze monuments to God. Examples include: Romanesque art and illuminated manuscripts.
Gothic (1100-1300) 

During the gothic period the Gothic cathedrals like Notre Dame were built with huge stained glass windows, gold inlay, gargoyle sculptures, bronze doors, flying buttress. The point arch was popular, as were tall vertical elements. Artists like Giotto painted altar pieces and religious paintings that were rather flat in appearance. 
The Renaissance (1300-1600)
The Renaissance, which means "a new birth" was the result of a rediscovery of the Classical Art and ideas of Greece compiled with a revolt against the flat, decorative and symbolic style of art prevalent during the Gothic period. It is perhaps one of the greatest periods of artistic development.

 Many of our present day art influences have their beginnings in the styles which were developed during the Renaissance period. Two of the most notable achievements in art which date from this period are the discoveries of perspective and chiaroscuro. Both of these discoveries were key factors in the growth of a realistic style of art.
Italian Renaissance:
Renaissance Art includes several great masters, both in painting and sculpture. The earliest is Giotto, who is thought to have paved the path way for later Renaissance figures. The most noted artist of the Early Renaissance includes such artists as Donatello, Masaccio, Botticelli.
The High Renaissance gave birth to such masters as Leonardo da Vinci, Michelangelo, Raphael, and Titian. Florence and Venice were great centers for art at this time. Frescos were popular.

Northern European Renaissance:
In Northern Europe, several Flemish and German artists contributed greatly to the painting and art of this period. They perfected the use of oil paints, and worked on smaller panels with more detail. The most noted artists are Jan van Fyck, Hieronymous Bosch, Pieter Bruegel, and Albrecht Durer.
Mannerism: c. 1520-1600A European art movement and style that developed between 1520 and 1600 It was a style that rejected the calm balance of the High Renaissance in favor of emotion and distortion. Works of art done in this style reflected the tension that marked Europe at this time in history. Tenebrism (strong chiaroscuro), strange perspectives, and crowded, mysterious compositions were also prevalent. Artists include: El Greco, Parmagianino, Tintoretto

Baroque Art (1600-1750)
The art style or art movement of the Counter-Reformation in the seventeenth century. Baroque Art began in Rome and spread to Germany, Flanders, Holland, and Spain. The original meaning of the term Baroque is "irregular, contoured, or grotesque" and in part, reflects Baroque compositions, which typically features emotion, movement, naturalism, and dramatic chiaroscuro in their artworks. Compositions were more cropped – subjects were engaged in action and emotion. Meant to awe and inspire.
Italian artists: Caravaggio, Gentileschi
Northern Europe: are Peter Paul Rubens, El Greco, Velazquez, Rembrandt, Vermeer.


Rococco 1725-1775 Art rejected the seriousness and drama of the Baroque style-it was decorative, gay, ornamental and free--a style to glorify and glamorize the wealthy and noble classes. Present in France, Italy, Holland, and England, it also spread to America and other colonies. Major artists of this movement are Watteau and Fragonard, who painted for Louis XIV. Portaiture, because it was the only constant source of income, is the predominant art form for this movement, although landscape work may also be considered within this style of painting.
Neoclassicism - 1750 – 1830Art and architecture that draws upon Western classical art and culture (usually that of Ancient Greece or Ancient Rome). Neoclassicism is essentially an art of an ideal.  It sought to revive the ideals of ancient Greek and Roman art. Neoclassic artists used classical forms to express their ideas about courage, sacrifice, and love of country. Important Artists: David, Ingres
Romanticism -1790 – 1880 Romantic artists rejected the cool reasoning of Classicism — the established art of the times — to paint pictures of nature in its untamed state, or other exotic settings filled with dramatic action, often with an emphasis on the past – events, legends, etc. It emphasized emotion, painted in a bold, dramatic manner. Paintings were often filled with rich color, energetic brushwork, and dramatic and emotive subject matter. Landscapes became popular subjects. Important Romantic Artists: Delacroix, Gericault, Turner, Goya
Realism (1850-1940)
This period is concerned with expressing subject matter in a highly realistic matter. Subjects were often common people and places (genre) rather than royal or wealthy patrons. Some of these artists concerned themselves with social conditions with reflected economic struggles of the times and the increase in working class during the Industrial Revolution.
Early Realists were Daumier, Courbet, Goya and Manet.

MODERN ART
Impressionism (1860-1930)
Impressionism, an art movement which began in France about 1860, concerned itself with an intense involvement with light- capturing the effect of light on objects and how it effects color - and portraying this effect on canvas. There was an attempt here to give an "impression" of a scene rather than to include every detail. This was done to give greater feelings in general for a work as compared to the specific messages conveyed by Realists. Colors particular for these painters were the pastels, soft and harmonious but often pure and often applied impasto in Impressionist works. 
Among the important French Impressionists were Claude Monet, Auguste Renoir, Edgar Degas.. An important American Impressionist was Mary Cassatt.
Post Impressionism (late 1800’s) surrounded a loosely organized collection of painters who broke away from Impressionism for intellectual reasons. Seurat and Cezanne applied scientific principles to their art, and most others, such as Gaugin and Van Gogh experimented in expressionism of color and semi-abstract formats less in keeping with the Impressionistic style. The movement began in the 1880's and soon laid the foundation for many individual directions in modern art.
Art Nouveau: (late 1800’s-early 1900’s). French for "The New Art." It is characterized by organic, especially floral and other plant-inspired motifs, as well as highly-stylized, flowing curvilinear forms.  Art Nouveau is an approach to design- a precursor to graphic design. .Gustav Klimt (Austrian, 1862-1918), Alphonse Mucha (Czechoslovakian, 1860-1939), Henri de Toulouse-Lautrec (French, 1861-1901), Aubrey Beardsley (English, 1872-1898), were some of  the most prominent artists associated with this style.
Fauvism (1905-)
Fauvism was a short-lived movement concerned with the experimentation of bold color and more abstract, flat forms. Fauve is a title which means "wild beast." This group first exhibited paintings in 1905 in Paris. The leader of this group was Henri Matisse, who painted pictures of revolutionary simplicity and intensely saturated colors. 
Expressionism (1905-) 

The expressionists stress the artist's inner feelings toward the world – artists used bold colors, expressive strokes, emotional subject matter. This art often reflected the artist’s inner feelings. This style was based mainly in Germany. Gaugin and Van Gogh paved the way for this movement. Main artists include: Kathi Kollwitz, Franz Marc, and Edvard Munch. 
Cubism (1910-)
The Cubist movement in painting and sculpture was fathered by Picasso and Braque, and influenced by the conceptual painter, Paul Cezanne. Cezanne believed that the world could be perceived as groups of planes or solid geometric forms, (cubes, cylinders, spheres). He organized pictures on a structural and formal level. Picasso and Braque carried this concept in to a process of abstraction, later termed Cubism. There is usually a lack of color and a greater concern for form in early Cubist works. Figures are abstracted – almost like broken glass. 

Futurism(1910-)
Futurism is a movement in modern art that grew out of cubism. Futurists used implied motion by shifting planes and having multiple viewpoints of the subject. They strived to show mechanical as well as natural motion and speed. The beginning of the machine age is what inspired these artists. Frank Stella and Giacomo Balla were futurists.

De Stijl: 1915-It was based on a strict geometry of horizontals and verticals. These artists worked with pure abstraction and simplicity — form was reduced to geometric shapes, and color to the primary colors, along with black and white. Piet Mondrian (Dutch, 1872-1944) was the group's leading figure. 
Dada (1917-1931)
Dada, founded in the early 1900's, ridiculed contemporary culture and art. Dadaists shared an anti-art attitude. These attitudes were generated by the horrors of World War I. These artists did very little painting. They preferred to make constructions called “ready-mades”. They created crazy kinds of machines and sculptures that were clearly useless. The anarchic spirit of dada can be seen in works by Marcel Duchamp and Kurt Schwitters.
Surrealism (1920-)
Surrealism was based upon dreams, the irrational and the fantastic and began in the 1920's. Salvador Dali was the most well known surrealist who painted his dreams very realistically. Henri Magritte painted impossible combinations of objects in dreamlike worlds. Miro painted abstract creatures and fantastic shapes.
Abstract Expressionism( 1940-)
A style of painting originating in the U.S. during the 1940's and 1950's. It is characterized by spontaneity, emotion, bold colors, and/or strong value contrast on very large canvases. These are usually non-objective (color, shapes, lines) like the work of Jackson Pollock. William De Kooning often included figures in his work but the act of applying the paint and the color were the primary subjects in his paintings.
Pop Art( 1950-)
A style of painting and sculpture in the 1950's and 1960's; the subject matter was based on visual clichés – items or icons from popular American culture. Artists depicted the impersonal style of popular mass media imagery in their artworks (ex. Andy Warhol’s Soup Cans). Andy Warhol and Claus Oldenburg were two of the important pop artists.
Op Art (1960-)
Short for optical art, this style of painting uses lines or shapes of contrasting color to generate optical illusions. Bridget Riley and Victor Vasarely began creating these illusions in the 1960's.
Photorealism( 1970-)
Photorealism is a style of painting that became prominent in the 1970's. Using photographs as reference, artists recorded subject matter as close to reality as possible. Often the painting looks so real the viewer thinks it is a photograph. Richard Estes and Chuck Close are important photo-realists.


