The Real Deal on DBQs
Writing a DBQ is easy if you learn to see some simple clues!

Clue #1:  The first page of any DBQ has the words: Historical Context written on it. Following the historical context is one or perhaps several sentences.

Here’s the first critical clue!
Historical Context is just a fancy way of saying:  The Big Idea!

In other words, the historical context is the big idea of the DBQ.  It will also be the big idea of the essay you will eventually write.

So, let’s try it:  What’s the big idea of the following DBQs?
Historical Context: 
The success of industrialization has led to environmental problems throughout the world. 

As the 21st century begins, many nations are trying to deal with the environmental effects 

of industrialization.
  The big idea of this DBQ is (in your own words, please): ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Historical Context: 
Throughout history, different civilizations have contributed to the cultural and intellectual 

life of humanity.  These periods are often called Golden Ages, as society enjoys not only 

cultural and intellectual achievements, but also stable government and a strong economy.

   The big idea of this DBQ is:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Historical Context: 
Throughout history, social and political factors have influenced the roles of women in 

different societies. As a result, the roles of women have varied across time and in 

different places.

   The big idea of this DBQ is:

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

O.K.  We understand.  The historical context is the essay’s big idea.

Clue #2:  After we understand what the essay’s big idea is, we need to find the word: TASK.

The task will tell us what we have to include in our essay.

Know what the historical context and task are before you even open the DBQ booklet.

If you know where you are going, you have a better chance of getting there.

P.S. The box underneath the word task will list the essay’s directions.

So, let’s practice.


 So, what do you have to do? _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Clue #3:  Now, calmly open the DBQ booklet.  Relax!  You know what you’re looking for and you know where you’re going.  It’s just a matter of time before you get there.  

  Now, read or analyze each document carefully.  Remember the big idea.  Finally, answer each document using the document.  Please answer in your own words.  
Remember; answer every question following every document.

Clue #4:  Now, that you understand the big idea of the essay, know what your essay must include, and have read every document, it’s time to quickly outline your essay.  I’ve provided a sample quick sketch outline below of a hypothetical DBQ essay:
  Introduction:  This essay’s big idea is the role of women in different societies.  Women have frequently been mistreated and have had low status in many societies.  From having to walk behind their husbands to show their low status to being denied an education, women have suffered many injustices.
  Body Paragraph #1:  Strongest (Most O.I.)
    Body Paragraph #2:  Next Best 
Body Paragraph #3: Weakest (cite at least 1 doc and one piece of O.I.)

    Conclusion: Reframe the big idea with a little more passion and pizzazz.

  Final Clues:  Write the essay and remember these final clues:
   Clue #5:  You must include one more than half of the DBQ’s documents in your essay.  If there are six documents, you must include four.

   Clue #6:  You must acknowledge when you have referred to a document in your essay.  This can be done by writing the document number in parentheses after your summation sentence of the document.

       Example:  Footbinding was the practice of deforming the woman’s foot to maintain a small and culturally attractive foot (Document 2).

    Clue #7: You must include outside information in your essay.  You must include, at least, one bit of information that will help to explain your essay’s big idea that is not in the documents IN EACH BODY PARAGRAPH.  

(You must divide the number of Docs by 2 and add 1 to figure out how man Docs you must cite) (HALF PLUS ONE)

EX: 8 docs 8/2= 4+1 you must cite 5 DOCS 

Compare and contrast the role of women in different societies throughout history.


Discuss the impact of social or political factors on the status of women in those societies.








