A Raisin in the Sun, Act I Study Questions

Please complete the following questions on a piece of paper to be collected. You are welcome to complete this handout and answer the questions on the lines provided. Please note,  some page numbers may not be the same.

Introduction

1.  According to Langston Hughes’s poem, in what ways can a dream be “deferred”?  

     Name at least three he references in the poem.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

2.  Give three details provided about the Younger apartment that show it is old and worn

     out in appearance.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Act 1

3.  Provide two adjectives used in the description of Ruth Younger which show her main

     personality traits and provide two adjectives used to describe Walter Lee which show       his personality.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

4.  Name at least three things Walter Lee and Ruth fight about in this scene (for

     example, about Walter Lee’s getting up from bed).

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

5.  Why does Walter Lee go against Ruth’s insistence that they can’t give Travis fifty

     cents for school?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

6.  After rereading  pages 14-17, explain what Walter Lee wants Ruth to do for him and

     why Ruth refuses his request of her.

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

7.  Describe Walter Lee and his sister, Beneatha’s confict in this scene?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

8.  In Ruth’s opinion, why should Mama support Walter Lee’s plan despite Ruth herself telling Walter Lee she would not support his plan? Review Ruth and Mama’s conversation.
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

9. What does George Murchison have that makes him a ‘good catch’?  (See p. 31.)  Why 

     doesn’t Beneatha want to marry him, considering all of his “qualifications” as a 

     potential husband? 
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

10.  Why does Beneatha seem to like Joseph Asagai better than she does George Murchison?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

11. What name does Asagai give to Beneatha, and what does the name mean?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

12.  Why does Mama call Walter a disgrace to his father’s memory?

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

· Make your own prediction for any of the characters going forward in the play…
________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________
