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86 • Viewpoint Activity Chapter 12

When Europeans first came upon the massive ruins of Great Zimbabwe, they were
unwilling to believe that black Africans could have built such a structure (textbook pages
296–297). Instead, they credited some “higher” outside culture that had either built
Zimbabwe or supervised it. The first account, which reflects that prejudiced view, was
written by a Dutch settler who traveled with Cecil Rhodes, a British financier after whom
the British named the colony of Rhodesia in southern Africa. The second, by historian
Basil Davidson, describes a modern view of how African states and kingdoms developed
rich cultures. ◆ As you read, consider the different attitudes these excerpts reveal. Then, on
a separate sheet of paper, answer the questions that follow. 

Name___________________________________________________ Class ______________________ Date ___________________

Viewpoint Activity

David Christiaan de Waal (1895) Now, know-
ing for a fact that the Phoenicians, the Persians, the
Moors, the Portuguese, and the natives . . . obtained
gold from Mashonaland, a man who has travelled in
that country and sat on the walls of the Simbabe
[Zimbabwe] temple cannot fail to be convinced that
the Mashonaland gold mines are the
same from which King Solomon got his
gold (through the Phoenicians). . . .

It is not improbable that Simbabe
Hill [Zimbabwe] had once been wor-
shipped, and that hymns of praise had
there been sung to the sun, moon and
stars, as was common in the days of the
Galicians, the Phoenicians, the Assyrians
and other nations. It is, however, not my
intention to enter into the history of
these peoples and detail their connection with
Simbabe, nor to show how Manch, the well-known
natural philosopher, who made the ruins a special
study, agrees . . . that the ruins are the remains of large
buildings raised by white men, and not by natives. . . .
Suffice it to say that I am thoroughly convinced that
the ruins in and round about Simbabe are a proof to
demonstration of the existence in earlier days of thou-
sands, yea tens of thousands, of white men there. 

Basil Davidson (1994) The same inherent
capacity for self-development was demonstrated in

other regions far outside West Africa. . . . Far south
again and later, there is the imposing evidence of the
states of the Zimbabwe Culture on the central-
southern plateau (forming, today, Zimbabwe and
Mozambique). There, from about A.D. 1300, kings
and leading lineage nobles built fine stone dwellings

for themselves, the largest of
which, at Great Zimbabwe,
remains awe-inspiring in its
powerful ruin, and says much
about the majesty of a kingship
whose wealth likewise had
come from regional production
and trade and, to a lesser
degree, from long-distance
trade with the city-states of the
eastern coast. 

Here we have a reasonably clear picture-in-
outline of a very long process of development which
began. . . with the evolution of Bantu-speaking
communities capable of growing food, raising cattle,
and [working] iron, copper, tin, and gold with a
manifestly cumulative technological skill, and, in
parallel, of moving from simple to more complex
forms of cultural and political self-organization.

Sources: (1) With Rhodes in Mashonaland, by D. C. de Waal
(1896); (2) The Search for Africa, by Basil Davidson (Random
House, 1994).

1. When De Waal thinks about the people who
built Zimbabwe, what different cultures does
he see dominating the ruins? 

2. What two kinds of parallel development does
Davidson see in the African states? 

3. Recognizing Bias De Waal was echoing
beliefs of earlier European explorers. What
attitudes toward Africans did these beliefs
show?

Who Built Great Zimbabwe?
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“. . . Great

Zimbabwe, remains

awe-inspiring in its

powerful ruin . . .”


