“The Metamorphosis” Essay Assignment – Due 5/5/09
Select one essay prompt and respond
Family Ties

One of the saddest aspects of Kafka’s “The Metamorphosis” is the fact that Gregor genuinely cares about his family. From the opening of the story, he is shown to be a person who works hard to support his family, even though they do little for themselves. When Gregor morphs into a cockroach, however, the limits of familial loyalty and empathy are tested. Gregor is rejected from the family and Kafka seems to be making the point that there is no such thing as unconditional love. Your discussion should include some emphasis on the metamorphosis of relationships - familial and societal.
Character Analysis of Gregor

From the beginning of “The Metamorphosis”, Gregor is portrayed as a somewhat pathetic character. He works hard for his family in a job that he hates, and receives little, if any, recognition for his efforts. He wants the best for his family members, and he wants desperately to be loved by them. When Gregor turns into a cockroach, he is unable to live with the fact that his family will never love him and will always ostracize him. Unfortunately, Gregor does not experience a profound transformation of his character in the same way that he experiences a transformation of his physical body. Although he recognizes that his family will never embrace him, he has difficulty living with this fact.  Your discussion should include some exploration of "The Metamorphosis" as an allegory about what it means to be human and the relationship of the individual to the world.

The Symbol of the Cockroach in “The Metamorphosis”

Kafka’s choice of a cockroach was said to be random and unintentional; however, the fact that the author selected the lowest and most hated of insects, portrayed as dirty, disease-ridden, and disgusting, is profoundly symbolic. By turning Gregor into a cockroach rather than another creature, Kafka sets up a situation in which it is impossible for Gregor’s family to accept him and even more importantly, this makes Gregor feel guilty and trapped which enhances the psychological tension.

Irony in The Metamorphosis

It is hard not to notice the irony in “The Metamorphosis”. Although Gregor has been transformed into the lowest of all creatures, he actually is more human in his thoughts and feelings than any of the other characters in this story. Kafka seems to be making an observation about the nature of humanity, namely, that human beings are not necessarily the most evolved of all creatures.

Importance of Food in “The Metamorphosis”

Discuss the significance of food in Kafka's "The Metamorphosis".  Discussion should include biblical/religious allusions, as well as an exploration of the relationship between Gregor, food and his sister Grete, as well as Gregor, food and his father, and the significance of Gregor’s decision to starve himself to death.

· The paper must be a minimum of five pages long.

· The paper must contain at least one additional source that supports your statements in the essay.  MLA standards must be followed and a proper Work Cited page (which does not count as one of the five pages) is mandatory, also adhering to MLA standards.

· The paper must be 12 point font, Times New Roman, double spaced and adhere to MLA standards.

· Inclusion and in-depth analysis and discussion of a minimum of two literary elements is required.

