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On the Integration of the Military

World War Il turned a spotlight on the injustice and racism on the home front
and on segregation in the armed forces. Debate about integrating the United
States armed forces aroused strong feelings on both sides.

FOR INTEGRATION

A. Philip Randolph, an African American labor
leader and civil rights activist called for a march
on Washington in July 1941 to protest segregation
in the armed forces and discrimination in employ-
ment. The march was averted when President
Franklin Roosevelt signed an executive order
opening jobs and job training programs in defense
plants to all Americans regardless of race. Below is
an excerpt from Randolph’s article “Why Should
We March?” published in November, 1942, in
which he attacks the logic of fighting tyranny
abroad while accepting it at home.

Though | have found no Negroes who want to see
the United Nations lose this war, | have found
many who, before the war ends, want to see the
stuffing knocked out of white supremacy and of
empire over subject peoples. American Negroes,
involved as we are in the general issues of the
conflict, are confronted not with a choice but

with the challenge both to win democracy for
ourselves at home and to help win the war

for democracy the world over.

There is no escape from the horns of this
dilemma. There ought not to be escape. For if the
war for democracy is not won abroad, the fight
for democracy cannot be won at home. If this war
cannot be won for the white peoples, it will not be
won for the darker races.

Conversely, if freedom and equality are not
vouchsafed the peoples of color, the war for

Chapter 24 Survey Edition
Chapter 14 Modern American History Edition

democracy will not be won. Unless this double-
barreled thesis is accepted and applied, the dark-
er races will never wholeheartedly fight for the
victory of the United Nations. That is why those
familiar with the thinking of the American Negro
have sensed his lack of enthusiasm, whether
among the educated or uneducated, rich or poor,
professional or nonprofessional, religious or secu-
lar, rural or urban, North, South, East, or West.
That is why questions are being raised by
Negroes in church, labor union, and fraternal
society; in poolroom, barbershop, schoolroom,
hairdressing parlor; on college campus, railroad,
and bus. One can hear such questions asked as
these: What have Negroes to fight for? What’s
the difference between Hitler and that “cracker”
[Governor Eugene] Talmadge of Georgia?
Why has a man got to be Jim-Crowed to die for
democracy? If you haven’t got democracy your-
self, how can you carry it to somebody else?
What are the reasons for this state of mind?
The answer is: discrimination, segregation, Jim
Crow. Witness the navy, the army, the air corps;
and also government services in Washington. In
many parts of the South, Negroes in Uncle Sam’s
uniform are being put upon, mobbed, sometimes
even shot down by civilian and military police,
and, on occasion, lynched. Vested political inter-
ests in race prejudice are so deeply entrenched
that to them winning the war against Hitler is
secondary to preventing Negroes from winning
democracy for themselves.
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